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Amendments To The Claims: 

Please amend the claims as shown. Applicants reserve the right to pursue any cancelled claims at 
a later date. 

1-11. (canceled) 

■12, (currently amended) A method for updating a services in a communication network 
containing multiple a plurality of communication components which use and provide the services 
in the network, comprising: 

providing an identical software-controlled service with a plurality of by-the 

components; 

identifying at least some of the components providing the identical software- 
controlled service determining the s efvtee- pr o vid ed in the communication network; by4he 
component s^ 

initiating a comparison of information by one of the components i nterchanging 
rad^ eem - parin g information to compare a beut-a release information of the-software controlling 
the service b^on each of the identified components when providing the identical software- 
controlled service: th e s ervic e prov i d ed by th e eer^m^ s4s4i€¥^es^ and 

initializing initiating a software update for one component when a the comparison 
identifies that the release on said one component is releases-are-different from the re lease on 
another of the components , 

13, (currently amended) The method as claimed in Claim 0, wherein the update is performed 
bv sending software is sent from athe component with a more up-to-date release relative to the 
release on the other of the components, te4he^eo mponont with a n o arli o r tcIo b^ 

14. (currently amended) The method as claimed in Claim 0, wherein software with a more up- 
to-date release is sent from a third communication component providing this software -to aj&e 
component with an earlier release. 
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15. (currently amended) The method as-elaimed in one of Claims 0, wherein fee comparison of 
release information is repeated at settable time intervals. 

16. (currently amended) The method as claimed in one of Claims 0, wherein the network 
includes a packet- switching network, 

17. (currently amended) The method a 6-e lahB e d 4 n on e of Claims 0, wherein the identical 
software-controlled service is services are selected from the group consisting of gateway 
functionality, voicemail server service , and address server service. 

1 8. (currently amended) A method for providing updating a services in a communication 
network, comprising: 

providing tfee-services in the communication network with each of multip le a 
pteahtynsf communication components, some of the components capable of providing an 
identical software-controlled service; 

enabling the identical software-controlled service in a first of the communication 
components; and 

activating, or updatin g software pertaining to, the identical service in a second of 
a second the communication components by downloading softw are pertaining to the identical 
service from the a first communication component to the second communication component. 
. ^aftd - up^^ th e service o iv the-s econd component when the scrv 4ee4s 

not provid e d by so ftw a re on the seco n d component. 

19. (currently amended) The method as claimed in Claim 0, wherein the service is provided by 
the first component 

20. (currently amended) The method as claimed in Claim 0, wherein the software pertaining to 
the service is sent from the first component to the second component 

21. (canceled) 
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22. (canceled) 

23. (currently amended) The method as claimed in Claim 0 ? wherein the first communication 
component initiates updates of up dated software in the second component and in m ultiple other 
e an be retrieved by farther communication components.- iuid the i r servi ce s. 

24. (currently amended) The method as claimed in Claim 0, wherein the first at4east-ene 
communication component in the communication network has been provided with a most holds 
so#w - af e- in - a - r e sp e etiv e-up-to-date release for operation thereon and for dow nloading to other 
components, ready for retrieval for a plu rafety-o f s e r v i c e s - of diff e rent t yp esr 

25. (currently amended) A method for updating a service in a packet-switching communication 
network, comprising: 

providing an identical software-controlled service on a first servent communication 
component and a second servent communication component, the components communicating 
peer-to-peer; 

d e t e rmining the servic e prov i d e d 4n ^ by the first and s e eoa d 

ee mponent st 

initiating a comparison by the first of the components i ntereh^gmf^nd- to compare 
comparing release information of the software controlling the service on at least the feHfee- first 
and-second components relative to software controlling the service on at least the first 
component; and wh e n th e ser vice i3 identical; comparing the r o l o a se 4fifcgmati on of the-fest-aad 
s e cond compon e nts; and 

if the releases are different* th e m e thod fur th er c omprising: identifying a more up-to-date 
release ins talled on one of the communication components; selected from the grou p co nsisting of 
the first component and the second compon e nt - and - a e arli e r compon ent se lected from the group 
cons isting of the first component and th e sccoiy-eompon e nt -and 

initiating a software update by downloading the m ore up- to-date release from said one of 
the components to another component for which r elease in formation has been compared. if4he 
e arli e r compon e nt has - th e hardware capable of running the software o£t h e- fflor e up - to -d a t e 
component 
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26. (canceled) 

27. (canceled) 

28. (currently amended) The method as claimed in Claim 0, wherein the step of initiating a 
software update by downloading the more up-to-date release from said one of the components to 
another component for which release information has been compared is effected by downloading 
software issent from a third servent communication component, t o the c o mponent wife -m 
e arlier release. 

29. (previously presented) The method as claimed in Claim 0, wherein the comparison of the 
release information is repeated at settable time intervals. 
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